INTRODUCTION
Man appears to be unique among mammals with respect to the very high level of reproductive wastage that is present at all stages of pregnancy. The fecundity of man has been estimated to be around 25% and there is little evidence that this has changed in any significant way over the past 200 years, the only period for which records are available (Short, 1979) . It appears that at least 25% of all conceptuses are lost prior to implantation (Kline and Stein, 1985) , a further 30% in the early post-implantation period prior to the pregnancy being clinically recognizable, while at least 15% are spontaneously aborted between the 6th and 28th weeks of pregnancy, and 1% are stillborn in. the later stages of pregnancy.
The (Gropp and Winkin, 1981 ) .
SPONTANEOUS ABORTIONS Carr (1963) and, as can be seen from (Takaesu et al, 1990) . As can be seen from table X, in 27 (18%) of the patients, the additional chromosome was paternal and in 125 (82%) it was maternal. This figure agrees well with the estimates of 20% paternal and 80% maternal based on cytogenetic heteromorphisms (Takaesu et al, 1990 ). Comparatively few trisomies for other autosomes have been studied using molecular probes but all showed the majority to be maternal in origin ( 
